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Briefs 2014—O’More Alumni Show House
Historic Beauty
nfloyd

At 1009 West Main Street in Franklin, what was once a home and then a commercial
building is now a home again. The Second Annual O’More Alumni Show House has
been converted into a glorious structure that conveys its historical roots without
forgoing a fresh, modern feel. In 1904, the Queen Anne Victorian with a wrap-around
porch was considered a landmark home in the Hincheyville Historic District of
downtown Franklin. The 1930s brought its conversion into a commercial building, but
it stood vacant for almost a decade. Cue builder Thrive Homes’ rescue and a rush for
redesign! Now, O’More will showcase a completely renovated structure designed by
more than two dozen designers—who also happen to be alumni of the college.
While there was definitely an initiative to update the house, hints of its past will be
evident in details such as the original mouldings located in the grand foyer and the
classic butler’s pantry. Featuring a kitchen, master suite, loft, guest bedrooms, powder
rooms and even a canine spa, there was cause for concern in the fluidity of the design
elements, but Show House committee chair Joanne Haynes assures “the home flows”
with the help of alumni such as Mark Simmons, Lauren Devens, Dana Goodman and
Jennifer Jones. In conjunction with Traditional Home, the show house will be open for
viewing April 4-27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Tuesdays through Sundays) with a later
closing time of 7 p.m. on Thursdays. The home will be closed on Mondays. Tickets are
$20 and available at the door. For additional information, visit
omorecollege.edu/showhouse.
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