Southern Exposure Magazine
ARCHITECTURALLY
I N S P I R I N G
DEVELOPMENT &
N E W H O M E S

February-March 2014 • southernexposuremagazine.com

Restoration For All The Right Reasons
By Jay Sheridan

In recent years, the home of one of Franklin’s earliest
preservationists was long thought lost to time and progress.
What was once a grand Victorian home, built in 1904 on West
Main Street, had been converted into a funeral parlor in the
1930s, and further altered to serve that purpose in the ‘50s.
For decades, it was the place where everyone in town went to
say their last goodbyes, and over the last 10 years, it sat vacant,
falling even deeper into disrepair.
But the tide began to turn for the old girl in 2013, and what
most say is the best possible outcome is now coming to life:
the Dozier Home is being restored as a landmark residence, by
some of the Nashville area’s best designers.
Middle Tennessee native Chris Rudd owns Thrive Homes, an
Atlanta-based custom builder and renovation specialist that
concentrates on returning glory to old houses, creating new
ones that fit within historic neighborhoods, and
master-planning smart communities within highly desirable
Southern cities. Rudd wanted to get back to the area, and
spotted the property one spring weekend. The vision fell
quickly into place.
“Here you had one of the grandest homes on the block, in this
nationally recognized historic district, on a huge lot. But it was
in danger of being lost forever,” he says. “It was the perfect
chance to introduce Thrive Homes to Franklin, and to create a
pocket neighborhood in an ideal location, while restoring this
incredible old Victorian.”
Even better, nearby O’More College of Design, long known for
its interior design program, had just wrapped up its inaugural
Alumni Show House, a fundraiser orchestrated by volunteers
who wanted to support the school. They’d attracted the
interest of Traditional Home magazine, and its five million

readers, in a project off of Lewisburg Avenue that brought
thousands of people to downtown Franklin. The stars aligned.
“We met JoAnne Haynes and Ashlyn Hines, who had
coordinated the Show House, and they pitched the project to
us. It all made sense, and the details came together pretty
quickly,” Rudd remembers. “The magazine was back as a
national sponsor, the cause was a worthy one, and all of the
designers were excited about giving their time and talents once
again, now toward a historic Main Street home.”
Driving by today, the progress is evident. Inside and out, the
home has been restored to its former splendor, with a smart
addition and the benefit of all the modern systems and
conveniences. The 6,000 square feet include four bedrooms
and four full baths, with an upstairs loft and amazingly
functional space downstairs. The grand foyer and pocket
doors, plaster trim, fireplaces and other original details
survived, and the buyer will ultimately benefit from the latest
high-end fixtures and products from top furnishings
manufacturers.
Companies like Kohler, Electrolux, Cambria, Bevolo, Circa
Lighting and Velux skylights have donated their goods to the
showcase, all to benefit the College. Sunbrella Home has
provided fabrics, and Belgard offered pavers that wind through
the intricate gardens to arrive at a private courtyard in the
rear.
Haynes, the project manager, is a show house veteran, having
participated in several Nashville Junior League show houses
over the years, and winning eight Best-of-Show awards at the
Parade of Homes. Coming off of last year, she says the process
has been a breeze.
“As an O’More alum myself, I know I speak for all the
designers in saying that it’s tremendously rewarding to
demonstrate what we do professionally while raising money
for this treasure that is O’More College,” she says. “Interior
design is about so much more than paint colors
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and fabric swatches – it’s about maximizing the built environment for human function,
and people can really understand the value when they see it showcased through a
project like this.”
From April 4-27, the public will have a chance to tour the house and property, which
will eventually include six impeccable new homes flanking it, ranging from 3,500 to
5,000 square feet in size. The development, now known as Ledgelawn, spans three
acres, and for a few lucky buyers, will represent an opportunity to live within walking
distance of the restaurants, shopping and other entertainment options in Franklin’s
historic retail district.
“There are so few of these lots left in downtown Franklin, and it makes sense to
dedicate them to the highest and best use,” Haynes says. “Thrive Homes bought into
our vision, and the result couldn’t be any better for the community.”
For Rudd, the reward is personal as much as anything.
“This is where I grew up, and it’s almost serendipitous to be able to take on a project
like this and contribute something that we can all be proud of,” he says. “Ten years
ago, this house was thought to be gone forever. Now, it’s going to anchor the
neighborhood for another 100 years.”
Tickets to the O’More Alumni Show House are $20, and will be available for purchase
at the door. The home will be open to the public for the three-week run Tuesdays
through Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Thursdays until 7 p.m. A Preview
Party on Thursday, April 3 will offer the first glimpse, along with what promises to be
one of the spring’s best social events. To learn more about the project and the
participating designers, visit www.omoreshowhouse.com.
For more on Thrive Homes, go to www.buildwiththrive.com.
_____
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