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O’More Alumni Restore One‐Time Funeral Home To Its 1904 Glory
Vicki Stout

“We specialize in historic restoration and new construction fit
into historic settings,” she said. “This epitomizes the nature of
our work. Not only have we restored this beautiful old home
to its early splendor, we are building six new homes on the
site, which are designed to organically fit into their setting on
West Main.”

FRANKLIN — It redefines, perhaps, “show and tell.”

ADDITIONS REMOVED
Hobday says 5,000 square feet of additions that had been
spliced onto the original structure have been removed. The
nearly 6,000 original square feet have been restored and
renovated.

The upcoming O’More Alumni Show House 2014, set to open
its historic doors to the public April 4, will showcase the
abundant talents of designers, builders and craftsmen.
The spacious, 1904 home perched on West Main Street in
downtown Franklin has been transformed from a long‐vacated
funeral home to its glorious origins as a wealthy family’s
dwelling.
If anything, it’s even better than its grand beginnings.
The chameleon‐esque structure is in its final stages before
thousands of folks tromp through to oooh and ahhh over the
interiors as they glean ideas for their own digs. It’s open for
tours April 4‐27, and all proceeds from the $20 tickets benefit
O’More College of Design, the venerable institute sprawled
across the picturesque campus on Lewisburg Pike in Franklin.
Last year the initial O’More Show House attracted 4,000
patrons. Organizers expect up to 10,000 this year.
Heading the design team of 28 from O’More’s alumni is JoAnne
Haynes, who also served as chairman of last year’s team.
“This is, of course, a completely different project from last
year,” Haynes said. “Last year we had new construction on
Berry Circle just behind O’More. This year we have a grand old
historic home, which offers its own opportunities and
challenges.”
Thrive Builders has taken on all those opportunities and
challenges. Kirstin Hobday, its chief operating officer, says this
project offers an incredible transformation.

“We have maintained as much of the original appointments as
possible,” Haynes said. “We repaired intricate millwork and
matched new to it where necessary. All mantels were salvaged,
as were the beautiful heart pine floors upstairs. The
downstairs hardwoods weren’t salvageable, but we replaced
them with the same width oak boards as the original.”
The second story has been reconfigured to add three spacious
bedrooms, spacious closets, baths and a soaring loft that leaves
the original beams exposed.
“The upstairs has been totally transformed,” she said. “The
kitchen is entirely new with custom cabinetry, Calcutta Gold
marble and a soapstone‐topped island. All baths are marble
and granite. Everything is top‐notch and all state‐of‐the art
from kitchen appliances to plumbing and lighting fixtures.”
Of particular note, she says, is the sunroom, which is very
open and features granite and marble floors. She says the entry
is huge and spectacular with its dentil molding and vintage
millwork.
“We found some space under the stairwell which we
converted to a lovely sitting area. It opens to the kitchen so
someone can sit there and relax while chatting with whoever’s
cooking,” she said.
(continued...)
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ART PART OF SHOW
Not only will each room in the Show House be fully furnished,
Haynes Galleries in downtown Nashville will again show some
of the art from its own well‐appointed walls. The gallery at the
roundabout in Nashville filled last year’s Show House with
show‐ stopping original art.

(continued from previous)

The Show House will again be sponsored by Traditional
Home, a national magazine with a circulation of 5 million. One
of the rooms in last year’s Show House made the cover of the
magazine.

The stairwell has been reconfigured and skylights were installed
upstairs in the space that was originally very dark, she said.
RESTORATION, MODERNIZATION
“While this is a historic home, it has been restored, renovated
and designed to be totally functional for today’s family lifestyle,”
she said. “We have worked closely with Thrive throughout the
process; the new homeowner will ultimately be the beneficiary
of all this careful and detailed planning and design.”
Evidenced in today’s lifestyle is a spacious laundry room,
complete with a built-‐in dog bed. A trio of spaces in a shed on
the property have been converted to an art studio, a dog
grooming room complete with a small bathtub original to the
home, and a planting shed.

“We were thrilled,” said O’More spokesman Jay Sheridan.
“This kind of national attention bodes well not only for
attendance but for the ongoing work of O’More College.
“Through the publication’s contacts, we have worked with
suppliers to have cutting edge state-of-the‐art features in
this year’s home, from lighting to kitchen appliances to
plumbing fixtures. This Show House event made the national
limelight in its first year and continues there; that’s quite the
accomplishment.”

While still undergoing finishing touches, the home is already on
the market, listed at $2.5 million. Danny Anderson and a team
from Bob Parks Realty have the listing. The home will remain
open during the Show House tours even if it sells, according to
Hobday.
“The new homes we’re building on this site are designed to
replicate the style and design of the existing homes on West
Main,” Hobday said. “They will range in price from $900,000 to
$1.7 million, but the majority are in the $900,000 range. We
are incredibly proud of the Show House and these new homes
around it. It’s just a lovely addition and re‐creation of the
lifestyle that has long been associated with West Main.”
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